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Notes from our Headteacher 

 
Well what a scorching end to a busy term! I have been so impressed with 

everything the pupils have managed to achieve this term both inside and out of the 

curriculum. 

 
In terms of the curriculum we have had pupils sitting their GCSE and functional skills 

exams and gaining accreditation in Duke of Edinburgh, science and life skills. We have 

really utilised our grounds this term due to the better weather, and many pupils have 

taken part in outdoor learning and developed their forestry skills and knowledge of the 
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environment and how to be more sustainable. 

 
We have had many trips this term – some with a curriculum focus and some with a 

social focus! Pupils have learnt about tropical birds, the war and coding, the local 

environment and local history. They have also budgeted and planned for tutor trips with 

a focus on developing their confidence in exploring new places, social skills and having 

fun! I am particularly impressed by those that braved Alton Towers and the 'Ninja 

Warrior' experience. 

 
The highlight of the term for me was the Year 11/12 and Year 13 Leavers' meal which 

we had at a local hotel. The pupils were a pleasure to spend time with, and they 

conducted themselves with grace and decorum. It is always a little sad when we see 

pupils moving on, because we will miss them. However we have 

thoroughly enjoyed supporting them as they transition into their new school/college and 

work placements. Can I say a huge thank you to the staff, parents and carers for their 

continued support as we know how difficult endings and new beginnings can be. 

 
Whilst I do hope all of you enjoy a well earned rest it will be very busy here at Quorn 

Hall. We have the Lower School being redeveloped and redecorated, a new wooden 

climbing structure being installed and a new art and textiles classroom to be finished 

over summer. 

 
We look forward to welcoming pupils back after the summer break; end of year reports 

and new timetables have been sent out to all parents and carers to help pupils prepare 

for any changes. We will also be welcoming a number of new pupils. I would like to 

thank you in advance for supporting your child in the transition back to school, we know 

it isn't always easy. 

 
I do hope you all have a lovely summer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Antonia Jackson 

Headteacher 
 
 
 

 

Please Note: 

You may need to click View Entire Message at the end of the email to enjoy this newsletter in full! You may also need 
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to click to display images to appreciate the images in this newsletter. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday 12th July 2022* 

School closes for summer 

(*Wednesday 13th July 2022 will be observed as the Queen's Platinum Jubilee Bank 

Holiday) 

 
Bank Holiday: Monday 29th August 2022 

INSET: Tuesday 23rd August until Tuesday 30th August 2022 

School opens for pupils Wednesday 31st August 2022 

HALF TERM: Monday 17th October – Friday 28th October 2022 

INSET: Wednesday 26th October to Friday 28th October 2022 

Christmas holidays: Monday 19th December 2022 – Monday 2nd January 2023 
 
 

 

Leavers Celebration Event 

 
Members of SLT recently enjoyed a nice meal in the lovely environment of Quorn 

Grange Hotel with our Leavers in the Hummingbirds and Owls tutor groups. Other staff 

members were specially invited by the Leavers, and everyone was able to spend time 

exploring the hotel grounds, and sharing cake and memories of their time at school. 

 
It was a lovely way to say goodbye to our Leavers, some of whom have been at the 

school from the very beginning. We wish them all the best and good luck for the future! 



9/28/22, 10:48 AM *|MC:SUBJECT|* 

file:///Users/LillyJane86/Downloads/Quorn Hall End of Term News - July 2022.html 4/29 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ravens and Flamingos Trip to Bletchley Park 

Milton Keynes – June 2022 
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First week back after half term, Ravens and Flamingos drove down to Bletchley Park in 

Milton Keynes in the two school minibuses. 

Heidi, Shelley and Ravens made a good start in the petrol minibus, and the electric 

minibus driven by Charlotte and supported by Kieran took those from Flamingos who 

could attend, as there was an English GCSE taking place that day for some of the 

pupils. 

The journey was smooth and we were met by a member of staff who showed us where 

to charge the electric minibus and then led us to the centre of the site where we were 

free to make our own way round the exhibits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are many interesting buildings to look at which include the hall, the huts where 

the code breakers worked and cottages where some of the staff lived whilst doing this 

top secret work. There are also exhibitions of the machines including Enigma that were 

crucial in cracking the Nazi coded messages. There was also a film about D-Day and 

how the information provided from Bletchley Park meant that the Allies knew where to 

land on the coast of France, in a location the Germans were not expecting. 
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The grounds are beautiful themselves and we were able to have our packed lunches in 

the central grassed area on deckchairs similar to how they would have socialised in war 

time. 
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It was fascinating to find out about people such as Alan Turing who were key to 

breaking the codes in the 2nd World War and also how modern computing was actually 

born from the work done at Bletchley as well. 

The pupils enjoyed the trip and realised that there is even more to learn about the work 

done here at Bletchley Park. In class some pupils have made Caesar Cipher wheels to 

code and decode their own messages since returning. 

Hopefully we will be able to return next year with further pupils to see the wonderful site 

and enjoy the brilliant exhibits. 

 
 

 

Science Summer Term 2022 - Katrina Cartwright 

 
Kitchen Raised Beds and Sunflower Competition 

We have had another busy term in Science! Each tutor group chose a raised bed to 

plant with fruit and vegetable seeds for our school kitchen garden. Everyone worked 

really hard as the beds had to be weeded, dug over and watered almost every day. 

Pupils are also taking part in the inaugural Quorn Hall School Sunflower competition. 

Each pupil has planted two sunflower seeds to see who can grow the tallest sunflower 

before we return in August. We are also receiving our first hive of honey bees and so 

pupils have also recycled our plastic milk bottles and made hanging baskets to grow 
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National Space Centre 

 
The whole school also took part in National Space Week, the culmination of which was 

a visit from the National Space Centre with their Space Dome. Tutor groups were split 

into their key stages and received an hour’s talk from a specialist presenter on 
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everything from why do we get day and night and the seasons, to the life cycle of a star. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trip to Tropical Birdland 

 
The whole school also visited Tropical Birdland, learning about a wide range of topics 

from conservation, how to look after endangered species to how different animals adapt 

to their environment. The whole school thoroughly enjoyed engaging with the birds, 

especially when they came to say ‘hello!’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer in Cygnet & Penguin Class 

 
Cygnet and Penguin classes have enjoyed the hot summer weather and used the 

opportunity to practice our handwriting skills and create summer poems and written 

pieces of work about what we will be doing this summer. 
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We have also had fun cooling down using our water play station and playing outdoor 

water games. 
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PE Summer Term 

Lower School 

Lower School including Penguins, Cygnets and Toucans have enjoyed their swimming 

scheme of work and have experienced attending two different leisure centres in 

Beaumont Leys and Whitwick/Coalville. They have learnt vital life skills including water 

safety, basic fundamentals of swimming and team games within the pool environment. 

Upper School 

Upper School have enjoyed a broad PE curriculum and engaged in striking and fielding 

sports such as cricket and rounders, whilst also engaging in Athletics events on the 

school site. The theme of PE lessons has been around participation in sport, the 

importance of sport on physical, social, and mental wellbeing, and enjoyment. A new 

School records board has been produced which has engaged pupils in participating 

against each other’s event score. 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Flamingos have been supporting Lower School in the volunteering section of their Duke 

of Edinburgh Silver Award. Flamingos have been supporting Cygnets and Penguins 

with their reading and writing work every Tuesday morning. The Flamingos group have 

also supported Cygnets and Penguins in their free time, participating in board games 

and go-karting. 

 
Ravens have been completing their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award volunteering 

section. Ravens have also been participating in litter picking at various sites including 

Barrow Boating and Beacon Hill Country Park. 
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Toucan Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This term, the Toucan class have shown exemplary attitude, behaviour, hard work and 

motivation and so were very deserving of a once in a lifetime reward trip! 
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The group chose to go to Alton Towers theme park and all the pupils had the most 

fantastic time; it was filled with thrills and excitement! At the park, they were a credit to 

the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freddie and Logan wrote the itinerary for us before we left so we kicked off the day with 

the biggest drop in the country – Oblivion! 

 
To quote Logan, 'we thought we had died’ and Lee didn’t speak for a good 15 minutes 

from shock! 

 
After, we headed over to the fiery Wickerman, followed by the twists and turns of 

Spinball Whizzer. We then stopped off for a lovely lunch break in the sun to refuel for 

the busy afternoon ahead. 

 
Via the transparent sky ride which allowed us to look at the beautiful views of Alton, we 

headed over to the ups and downs (and even upside down) of Galactica and Nemesis. 

Logan had never been on a theme park ride before but he managed to conquer his fear 

of rides and really enjoyed being a superman on Galactica! 

 
We then headed down to the fastest rollercoaster in the park, Rita, which travels 0-60 

miles per hour in two seconds and reaches 100mph overall! Kaydn then led the way 

through the dark spooky forest to Thirteen. This ride shocked the masses as it had an 

unforgiving and unexpected drop! Boden’s screams were heard from school! 

 
Finally, we braced ourselves and finished the day with 14 loops on the Smiler. Freddie 

had never been on the Smiler before but he faced his fears and completed it with a 

huge smile on his face. We recovered from the whiplash and had a final twirl and whirl 

on the Spin Jam. Cole said “it was the best trip of his life” and was so proud of himself 

for trying roller coasters for the first time! 
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We all can’t wait to see what the next adventure will be in September! 

PSHE 

In the Toucan’s PSHE lessons, we have been discussing our personalities and what 

makes us who we are. 

The class made some interesting comments around how our emotions can make us 

who we are and also how we respond to these emotions. 

The class outlined several emotions you can feel, inspired by watching the film Inside 

Out last term, including sadness, joy, anger, disgust and fear. 

The class discussed how personality can change depending on who you are with and 

how you are feeling. They also talked about how your appearance can influence your 

personality and how your personality can influence your appearance. Some pupils said 

they don’t try and be someone different to who they are, whereas others try to look a 

certain way to reflect how they want to behave. 

The pupils in the class are also learning how to tie their shoelaces so the class 

designed a pair of shoes to represent their inner and outer personalities. One shoe 

represented their inner personality, which is how they feel inside about themselves, 

whereas the other shoe represents their outer personality and how they present 

themselves to others. The pupils reflected on this and were able to design two different 

shoes, which they will then make and learn to tie shoelaces on! 
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Learning for Life 

In Learning for Life this term, we have been exploring lots of different topics but 

something the children wanted to learn more about was how to make healthy snacks, 

such as smoothies. 

 
Prior to making the smoothies, the group decided what fruit they liked and which new 

fruit they would like to try. 

 
On Friday 20th May, Toucan class came up to the cooking room and learned firstly how 

to be safe in the room and where all the equipment was kept. 

 
They learned how to wash fruit appropriately, cut fruit with knives and how to use a 

blender to create their smoothie. 

 
Cole, Kaydn and Lee tried lots of new fruits, such as passion fruit, mango and 

blueberries – which they all seemed to really enjoy! 

 
Cole started with a strawberry and apple smoothie as he knew he would like it but then 

next tried a banana, mango, strawberry, raspberry and apple smoothie! 

 
They all went out of their comfort zone to try something new and we are really proud of 

them for trying new things and successfully washing up all the equipment! 
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Raven Class 
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This term the Ravens class have had the joy of experiencing multiple trips. We explored 

code breaking at Bletchley Park and some of us had birds sitting on our heads at 

Tropical Birdland! Along with our Duke of Edinburgh walks and litter picking, we’ve had 

a very active few weeks. 

The class has been doing very well looking at portraiture within their Art lessons and are 

building skills exploring different recipes in the Food Tech room. Overall it’s been a lot of 

fun and we can’t wait for September. 

 
 

 

Humanities 

 
Emus have been researching Quorn Hall and its many uses since it was built in the 17th 

Century. The pupils enjoyed finding out about the families that used it as their home 

before it became a country club, training base for navy personnel, education centre and 

now a school. The pupils have learned skills in checking sources and scanning articles 

for the important information. They also found images of the building throughout the 

years and looked for familiar features to see if the image was relevant even though it 

looked very different. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ravens, Nightingales and Magpies chose a History topic that interested them to 

complete research and share their findings with peers. These topics included how 

causes of crime have changed, how the punishment of convicts has changed, how 

entertainment has changed and how the treatment of disease has changed over several 

centuries. The pupils learned new skills to consider their use of search engines to ask 

questions that will give them relevant sources, check that the sources are reliable and 

present their information in a way that would be understood by their peers. 

Example of pupil work: “There's so many reasons why people may commit a 

crime, maybe they need money, maybe they are seeking revenge, maybe they see 

crime happening every day of the week. Some of these causes have always existed, 

such as greed, poverty and economic distress. Other causes of crime have changed 
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since 1500. What has been the main causes of crime over time? Laws have been a 

thing for so so long and some laws are fair but some aren't but they are just to 

protect the people of the world, however laws do change over time like acts of union or 

so many more. Some of them changed for good reasons and people have to obey to 

them.The motives of crime consisted of religion, greed, depression, 

politics,unemployment, and so many more. Crimes can be planned or they may be 

committed on the spur of the moment." 

Flamingos have been researching the environmental and humanitarian impact of 

consumerism. They have researched popular consumer products, the manufacturing 

process and the working conditions of the people involved in the production of the 

goods. They compared these workers’ rights with the rights of employees in the UK and 

wrote short essays to describe the differences. The pupils thought critically about their 

role as consumers and held discussions about the impact their habits had on the 

environment and people in other societies. 

Example of pupil work : “In Bangladesh the working conditions are a lot more different to 

the UK’s even though it's three times more expensive to live in the UK than Bangladesh 

(UK £2624.18; Bangladesh £1046.32). The difference in hourly rate is off the charts. 

The minimum wage is £8.20 in the UK but in Bangladesh it's £7.84 taka or £0.07. The 

legal age to work in the UK is 16 but in Bangladesh you can work when you're 13 but 

because the Labour Laws in Bangladesh aren't enforced you could possibly see 

someone as young as five working to support the family." 

 
 

 

English Summer Term 

 
During the summer term the pupils at Quorn Hall school have been working hard in their 

English lessons. 

A huge well done to those pupils in the Flamingo class who are taking their GCSEs in 

this subject. Charlie, Mitchell, Braydon worked really hard on preparing for their English 

Literature exams. So well done. 

The Ravens class have been working on the Shakespeare play Macbeth and have been 

reading parts in class. They have particularly enjoyed some of the more gruesome 

moments in the play! 

The Emus class have been studying Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. They 

have learnt about the plot and characters. We have all had a good laugh at the 

character of Bottom who gets his head turned into a donkey. To end the unit of work the 

pupils collected sticks from the woods and turned these into magic wands to create their 

own fairy characters. 
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